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MOUNTING  OF  SERVICE  EQUIPMENT  OUTDOORS 


A number  of  requests  have  recently  been  received  for 
permission  to  install  service  equipment  outdoors.  Rule  6-026 
of  the  Sixth  Edition  of  the  Canadian  Electrical  Code  is  quite 
specific  in  this  respect  and  requires  that  service  boxes  or 
other  approved  service  equipment,  except  by  special  permission, 
be  placed  within  the  building. 

This  will  advise  that  the  Electrical  Inspection  Branch  will 
not  be  prepared  to  consider  the  granting  of  special  permission 
for  the  mounting  of  service  equipment  outdoors  except  where 
very  exceptional  circumstances  only  prevail  and  it  is  virtually 
impossible  to  provide  the  necessary  space  within  the  building. 

It  is  to  be  emphasized  that  the  mounting  of  service  equip- 
ment outdoors  is,  in  all  cases,  on  a special  permission  basis 
which  necessitates  written  permission  from  the  Inspection 
Department. 

SERVICE  CONDUIT  USED  AS  SERVICE  MAST 


Certain  minimum  requirements  must  be  met  when  the  ser- 
vice conduit  is  used  as  a service  mast  instead  of  a separate 
support  for  the  service  drop  conductors  being  provided. 

Where  the  service  conduit  is  used  as  the  service  mast  a 
conduit  of  at  least  2 inches  internal  diameter  must  be  used  in 
order  that  available  attachment  clamps  may  be  utilized.  If  a 
2 inch  conduit  is  provided  and  extended  above  the  roof  it  must 
not  in  any  case  extend  an  unsupported  distance  of  more  than  3 
feet. 


This  3 foot  limitation  may  need  to  be  reduced  in  Instances 
where  the  service  drop  is  excessively  long,  or  employs  con- 
ductors larger  than  normal.  It  must  be  realized  that,  in  all 
cases,  when  a supporting  mast  is  installed  not  more  than  two 
feet  from  the  outside  edge  of  the  roof,  provision  for  a min- 
imum vertical  clearance  of  1 foot  between  the  roof  and  lowest 
service  drop  conductor  will  be  required.  In  instances  when  a 
supporting  mast  is  installed  at  a distance  greater  than  2 feet 
from  the  outer  edge  of  the  roof  then  the  normal  minimum 
vertical  clearance  of  8 feet  and  3 feet  for  buildings  with  flat 
roofs  and  peaked  roofs  respectively  must  be  provided  for  the 
lowest  service  drop  conductor. 

Alternatively  to  the  use  of  the  service  conduit  as  the 
supporting  mast,  a standard  service  mast,  or  separate  support, 
may  be  provided  for  the  attachment  of  the  service  drop  con- 
ductors. 

The  use  of  a service  mast  is,  of  course,  only  required  when 
the  minimum  ground  clearance  as  required  by  Rule  6-010  of  the 
Canadian  Electrical  Code  cannot  be  maintained. 
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USE  OF  RUNNING  THREADS  ON  RIGID  CONDUIT 

While  there  may  be  no  particular  objection  to  the  use  of 
the  above  installation  method  in  the  majority  of  standard 
locations,  it  should  be  realized  that  this  procedure  is  not  to 
be  followed  in  any  hazardous  area  nor  in  any  location  subject 
to  permanent  moisture. 

Where  running  threads  are  employed,  their  location  in 
a conduit  system  should  be  within  a reasonable  distance  of 
a conduit  support  in  order  that  undue  strain  will  not  be  ex- 
perienced by  the  threads. 

INSTALLATION  OF  UNDERGROUND  CONDUCTORS  TO 
SUPPLY  GARAGES  ON  RESIDENTIAL  PREMISES 

A number  of  inquiries  have  been  received  regarding  the 
installation  of  underground  conductors  in  the  same  trench  as 
the  gas  line  to  residential  garages.  If  the  following  precautions 
are  taken  it  is  not  anticipated  that  any  particular  difficulties 
will  be  experienced  with  such  installations. 

When  the  conductors  and  the  gas  line  are  located  at  the 
same  level  in  the  trench  they  are  to  be  separated  by  at  least 
one  foot  of  tamped  earth,  or  a 2 inch  creosoted  plank.  K the 
gas  line  and  conductors  are  installed  one  above  the  other  in  the 
trench  the  two  systems  should  again  bd  separated  by  a creo- 
soted plank,  or  at  least  1 foot  of  tamped  earth. 

In  all  cases  when  conductors  are  run  underground  in 
direct  contact  with  the  earth,  they  must  be  of  a type  approved 
for  this  use  and  buried  at  least  18  inches  below  grade  level. 

MAILING  ADDRESS  FOR  PERMIT  APPLICATIONS 

It  is  found  that  on  many  occasions  completed  permit 
applications  and  fees  are  forwarded  to  one  of  the  District 
Electrical  Inspection  Offices  rather  than  to  the  Head  Office 
in  Edmonton.  This  results  in  undue  delay  in  the  return  of  the 
approved  permits  since  all  applications  are  approved  at  this 
office.  Therefore,  all  completed  applications  and  fees  should  be 
sent  directly  to  the  following  address;- 

Chief  Electrical  Inspector, 

Electrical  Protection  Act, 

Inspection  Office, 

Department  of  Industries  and  Labour. 

Administration  Building,  Edmonton. 
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It  should  be  pointed  out  also  that  mail  is  very  often  re- 
ceived for  which  it  is  necessary  to  pay  postage  charges. 
When  it  is  found  that  mail  is  repeatedly  forwarded  with  in- 
sufficient postage,  the  party  concerned  will  in  future  be 
assessed  for  the  expense  incurred  in  accepting  such  mall. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS  FOR 
CALGARY  DISTRICT  OFFICE 


New  office  space  was  recently  obtained  for  the  Calgary 
District  Office,  and  all  future  correspondence  sent  to  them 
should  be  forwarded  to  the  following  address:- 

District  Electrical  Inspector. 

514  - 11th  Avenue  West, 

CALGARY.  Alberta. 

Their  phone  number  28573  will  remain  the  same. 


